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Electricity

Update: Storms Knock Out Power to nearly 100,000 Customers in Maryland, Virginia, and
Washington D.C. July 29
Storms cut electricity to 58,000 Dominion Virginia Power customers in Virginia, about 33,299 Baltimore Gas &
Electric (BGE) customers in Maryland, and about 15,000 Pepco customers in Maryland and Washington, D.C., news
and company sources reported. The new outages came just days after storms knocked out power to more than
860,000 customers across the U.S. Northeast and Mid-Atlantic. Pepco, in fact, had yet to restore power to about
7,000 previously-downed customers when the new storms hit. Some 6,427 Dominion Virginia Power customers,
184 BGE customers, and 2,583 Pepco customers remained without power, as of latest reports.
Dominion: http://www.dom.com/storm-center/dominion-electric-outage-summary.jsp ,
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/local-news/2010/jul/29/weat30gat-ar-355185/
BGE: http://www.bge.com/portal/site/bge/menuitem.42d31413f80c584606370f10d66166a0/ ,
http://www.whsv.com/virginiaap/headlines/99578604.html
Pepco: http://www.pepco.com/home/emergency/maps/stormcenter/ , http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/07/29/AR2010072904785.html

Update: TVA Operates 3,391 MW Browns Ferry Nuclear Power Plant in Alabama at 50
Percent Power by July 30
Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) reduced all three units at its Browns Ferry nuclear power plant to 50 percent
power by July 30, a plant spokesman, as high heat led to concerns that the facility might violate state rules
forbidding downstream river temperatures from surpassing 90 degrees. The company had slowed all three units to
50 percent power by July 26, but restored some output at the 1,155 MW Unit 1 and 1,118 MW Unit 3 over the next
few days, according to reports from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). The NRC reported that on the
morning of July 29 Unit 1 was operating at 67 percent, the 1,118 MW Unit 2 was operating at 50 percent, and Unit 3
was operating at 95 percent.
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2010/20100730ps.html
http://www.decaturdaily.com/detail/65259.html?content_source=&category_id=&search_filter=&event_mode=&ev
ent_ts_from=&list_type=&order_by=&order_sort=&content_class=&sub_type=stories&town_id=
Reuters, 09:43 July 30, 2010
Information also derived from the NRC Power Reactor Status Reports:
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2010/

Update: Reliant's 741 MW Ormond Beach Gas-Fired Unit 1 in California Returns to
Service by July 29
According to the California Independent System Operator, the unit reported a return from an unplanned outage.
http://www.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201007291515.html

Update: Luminant to Restart 591 MW Sandow Coal-Fired Unit 4 in Texas July 30
Luminant planned to restart its 591 MW Sandow coal-fired Unit 4 in Texas on July 30, it said in a filing with state
regulators. The company had expected to shut the unit on July 27 to fix a boiler tube leak, according to a previous
filing.
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=142735
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=142732
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FPL's 510 MW Point Beach Nuke Unit 1 in Wisconsin Ramped Up to 97 Percent by July 30
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission reported that on the morning of July 29 the unit was operating at 13 percent.
Information derived from the NRC Power Reactor Status Reports:
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2010/

Brazilian-Owned Eletrobras Aims to Invest as Much as $500 Million in U.S. Electric
Transmission Projects
Eletrobras aims to pursue joint ventures with U.S. companies, its CEO said on July 29, as U.S. government plans to
merge its electric grids could boost demand for new transmission lines.
http://www.laht.com/article.asp?ArticleId=361430&CategoryId=14090

Petroleum

Update: Oil Contained after July 26 Leak along Enbridge’s 190,000 b/d, 30-Inch, Indiana-
to-Ontario Lakehead System Line 6B
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)
sent a corrective action order to Enbridge on July 28, identifying steps the company must take to restart its 190,000
b/d, 30-inch, Indiana-to-Ontario Lakehead System Line 6B. The pipeline remained shut as of latest reports, about
four days after it spilled an estimated 19,500 barrels (the Environmental Protection Agency suspected that total
could exceed 23,800 barrels) of oil into a creek near the company’s Marshall, Michigan pump station. Responders,
however, had contained the oil spill and were transitioning to a cleanup plan as of this morning, Enbridge said on its
website. The extent of the spill remained in doubt, based on news and official sources, but the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) refuted Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm's previous claim that the company and the
EPA's response had been "wholly inadequate." An EPA official said she had seen "many, many resources deployed
to contain the oil," and "did not observe any sheen of oil on Morrow Lake." The EPA assumed the role of Federal
On-Scene Coordinator in response to the spill by July 28. Some 12,272 feet of containment boom and 8,000 feet of
absorption boom had been deployed at 22 control points, and three additional sites were being evaluated as of July
30. Workers had recovered 2,400 barrels of oil and isolated an additional 10,000 barrels as of mid-afternoon on July
29, according to an earlier company release. Separately, the Detroit Free Press reported that the affected pipeline
had experienced issues prior to the latest incident. The spill occurred just two weeks after Enbridge told the
government it might replace a section along now-shut line, and about one year after tests revealed the line had
“metal loss anomalies,” according to regulators.
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/staticfiles/PHMSA/DownloadableFiles/Files/Pipeline/CAO_07282010.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/e77fdd4f5afd88a3852576b3005a604f/2ebfbb59dd622e768525776f0006d
521!OpenDocument
http://response.enbridgeus.com/response/main.aspx?id=12828
http://response.enbridgeus.com/response/main.aspx?id=12829
http://www.downstreamtoday.com/news/article.aspx?a_id=23538
http://detroitnews.com/article/20100729/LIFESTYLE14/7290460/EPA--Michigan-oil-spill-s-spread-less-severe-
than-early-estimate

Update: BP Plans to Launch “Static Kill” Procedure on August 3 at Blown-Out Well in
Gulf of Mexico: Incoming CEO
BP plans to attempt the “static kill” procedure on August 3 at the site of the blown-out MC252 well in the Gulf of
Mexico, its incoming CEO Bob Dudley said on July 30. The process would involve pumping heavy mud into the
well, forcing oil and gas downward.
Reuters, 11:23 July 30, 2010
http://www.bp.com/extendedsectiongenericarticle.do?categoryId=9034427&contentId=7063885
http://www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com/go/doc/2931/835411/
http://www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com/go/doc/2931/834851/
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Update: Well Still Leaking Oil into Barataria Bay July 29
A wellhead continued to leak oil and natural gas into Barataria Bay on July 29, but an on-scene contractor expected
to secure the source of the spill in about 10-12 days, the U.S. Coast Guard said. The leak was triggered on Tuesday
when a dredging barge, pushed by a tugboat struck the wellhead. Some 32,900 feet of containment boom and 4,000
feet of sorbent boom had been deployed as of July 29. More than 150 personnel and 37 boats were responding to
the incident. A local councilman cautioned earlier that "the threat in no ways compares to the Horizon incident."
He said the abandoned well yielded about 33 b/d, based on numbers from 1994. .
http://www.d8externalaffairs.com/go/doc/425/834959/
http://www.houmatoday.com/article/20100729/FEATURES12/100729179/-1/living?Title=Abandoned-well-in-
Barataria-Bay-continues-to-spew
http://www.dailycomet.com/article/20100730/FEATURES12/100739959/1292?Title=New-oil-spill-sullies-Locust-
Bayou-near-border-of-Terrebonne-St-Mary

Flint Hills Reports Multiple Unit Shutdowns at 288,126 Corpus Christi, Texas Refinery
July 29
A pump snag triggered a series of events that forced offline numerous process units at Flint Hills Resources’
288,126 b/d Corpus Christi, Texas refinery on July 29, the company said in a filing with state regulators. The
incident began when a pump failure led to the shutdown of a Continuous Catalyst Regeneration Unit (CCR) unit
recycle compressor. The compressor trip caused the CCR to shut, and the CCR shutdown, in turn, disrupted
hydrogen supply to the Hydrocracker Unit (HDC). That caused flaring and led to a “loss of hydrogen,” forcing shut
numerous process units, including the Gas Oil Hydro treating Unit (GOHT), the Naphtha Hydro treating Unit (NHT,
the Mobile Selective Toluene Disproportionation Process (MSTDP), and the #3 Isomerization Unit. The incident
lasted approximately two hours, according to the filing.
http://af.reuters.com/article/energyOilNews/idAFN2912118820100729
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=142916

Explosion Forces Evacuations at Pemex’s 195,000 b/d Francisco I. Madero Refinery in
Mexico July 28
A coker unit gasoline storage tank exploded on July 28 at Pemex’s 195,000 b/d Francisco I. Madero refinery in
Mexico, forcing officials to evacuate about 2,000 people. The subsequent fire had been controlled by early evening,
July 28. It was not clear if the refinery remained online, but a company spokesman said the incident had not
damaged any other facilities.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-07-30/pemex-s-madero-refinery-storage-tank-explodes-authorities-evacuate-
2-000.html

Update: Magellan Midstream Launches Open Season for Plan to Reverse, Convert Texas
Product Pipeline to Deliver up to 200,000 b/d of Crude Oil
Magellan Midstream Partners, L.P. launched an open season to gauge customer interest in the company’s proposal
to reverse and convert to crude oil service a portion of its 18-inch, Houston-to-El Paso product pipeline, the
company said on July 29. The converted pipeline would be able to transport up to 200,000 b/d of oil. Specifically,
Magellan is considering reversing and converting the existing line’s Crane-to-Houston segment; the shift would
allow the company to deliver crude oil from West Texas to its terminal in East Houston. If it pursues the project, the
company would still be able to transport at least 60,000 b/d of products to the El Paso market by enhancing the
operational connectivity of its nearby pipeline infrastructure.
http://www.magellanlp.com/news/2010/20100729_16.htm

Update: Chevron Expects Deepwater Drilling Ban to Cut Company Oil Production by
about 10,000 b/d in 2010
Chevron expects to lose approximately 10,000 b/d of oil production due to the government-imposed, six-month
moratorium on deepwater drilling, and said an extension of the ban would “reduce supply and influence energy
prices,” a company official said.
DJN, 11:59 July 30, 2010

U.S. Gasoline Demand Slides to 9.18 Million b/d in June 2010, or Lowest June Total since
2004: API
U.S. gasoline demand was 9.18 million b/d in June 2010, 0.5 percent lower than in June 2009 and the lowest June
total since 2004, the American Petroleum Institute (API) said in its Monthly Statistical Report. Demand averaged
8.88 million b/d in the first half of 2010, a drop of 0.6 percent from the same period in 2009, according to the API.
http://www.api.org/Newsroom/gas-demand-lower.cfm
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Natural Gas

Update: BLM Okays Reduced Plan to Drill for Natural Gas in West Tavaputs Plateau,
Utah
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) approved Bill Barrett Corporation’s (BBC) reduced plan to drill for
natural gas in the West Tavaputs Plateau, Utah, the BLM said on July 29. The BLM released the Final
Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) for the project. BBC had initially
planned to drill 807 wells from 538 well pads but, after collaborating with the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
(SUWA), proposed to drill just 626 wells from 120 pads. The change reduced the project’s short-term surface
disturbance by more than half, from 3,656 acres to 1,603 acres. BBC also agreed not to construct wells on existing
leases in the Jack and Desolation Canyon Wilderness Study Areas and minimize the amount of surface disturbance
in areas with wilderness characteristics. The company also committed to additional air quality mitigation measures
to address air quality concerns. The BLM approved the BBC’s reduced plan through the ROD.
http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/info/newsroom/2010/july/blm_releases_west.html
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/barrett_blm_reach_landmark_com/

SEMCO, MidAmerican Plan 11 Bcf Natural Gas Storage Facility near Kenai, Alaska
SEMCO Energy Inc. and MidAmerican Energy filed with state regulators for permission to own and operate an 11
Bcf natural gas storage facility in Alaska, they said on July 28. The companies created a joint venture, Cook Inlet
Natural Gas Storage Alaska, and said they aimed to begin storing gas in the summer of 2012.
http://www.omaha.com/article/20100730/MONEY/707309967
http://www.adn.com/2010/07/28/1385875/two-firms-launch-project-to-store.html

Other News

Nothing to report.

Energy Prices

U.S. Oil and Gas Prices
July 30, 2010

Today Week Ago Year Ago

CRUDE OIL
West Texas Intermediate U.S.
$/Barrel

77.89 78.65 66.67

NATURAL GAS
Henry Hub
$/Million Btu

4.80 4.67 3.41

Source: Reuters

Energy Notes

Storms Knock Out Power to about 14,000 APS Customers and 4,000 SRP Customers in
Arizona July 29 – Companies Restore Power to Nearly all Affected Customers by Evening
http://www.abc15.com/dpp/news/region_southeast_valley/tempe/weather-prompts-power-outages-around-the-valley

Delmarva Power & Light Reports 17,423 Customers without Power in Delaware July 29
http://www.delmarva.com/home/emergency/maps/stormcenter/
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Citing Fires, CAISO Declares and then Cancels Transmission Emergency in Southern
California July 29
http://www.caiso.com/awe/noticelog.html

Copper Stolen from Substation in Bullhead City, Arizona July 28
http://www.mohavedailynews.com/articles/2010/07/30/news/police_report/doc4c527565b1268877989439.txt

Cops Catch Four People Suspected of Stealing Copper Wire from Multiple Oil Fields in
Texas and New Mexico
http://www.newswest9.com/Global/story.asp?S=12896876

OG&E Receives Approval from Oklahoma Corporation Commission for Planned 198-to-
227 MW Crossroads Wind Farm in Oklahoma – Company Expects to Open Project in
Second Half of 2011
http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=106374&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=1454178&highlight=

Green States Energy Aims to Open 20 MW Solar Farm in Jefferson, Wisconsin by Fall
2011 or Spring 2012
http://www.startribune.com/business/99577419.html?elr=KArks:DCiU1OiP:DiiUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUU

Update: BP to Establish $100 Million Fund to Support Workers Impacted by Government-
Imposed Moratorium on Deepwater Drilling
http://www.bp.com/genericarticle.do?categoryId=2012968&contentId=7064072

Sunoco Operated Refineries at 92 Percent in Second Quarter of 2010, Highest Level Since
2007
Reuters, 17:54 July 29, 2010

Gulf of Mexico's Regional Oil Imports Rise to Record Level in Week Ended July 23 as
Decrease in Value of Floating Storage Encourages Traders to Sell Stored Crude
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-07-29/oil-imports-surge-as-traders-unwind-floating-storage-bets-energy-
markets.html

Texas, Louisiana, and California Sustained Most Disasters in Oil and Gas Industry
between 2000 and 2010: National Wildlife Federation
http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/Media-Center/News-by-Topic/Global-Warming/2010/07-28-10-Oil-
Disasters-Report.aspx

Targa Resources Partners LP Eyes Fourth Quarter 2011 Start-Date for Benzene Treating
Facility alongside Cedar Bayou Fractionator in Texas
http://ir.targaresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=493643

Questions Continue over Cause of Mid-Week Explosion on Japanese Oil Tanker in Strait
of Hormuz
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/terrorism-security/2010/0730/Did-Iran-attack-Japanese-oil-tanker-in-Strait-of-
Hormuz

Update: Chinese Officials Greatly Underestimated Size of Recent Oil Spill, American
Expert Says – American Says Spill Actually Involved about 440,000-660,000 Barrels of
Crude, Compared to Official Figures of about 11,000 Barrels
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hnRc-COAnkwXl4pq3IR3420c9jQQD9H9CJV80

Suspected Natural Gas Explosion Leaves One Dead, Critically Injures at Least One Other
at Commercial Building in Los Angeles, California July 30
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/07/one-dead-in-explosion-at-south-la-building.html

http://www.caiso.com/awe/noticelog.html
http://www.mohavedailynews.com/articles/2010/07/30/news/police_report/doc4c527565b1268877989439.txt
http://www.newswest9.com/Global/story.asp?S=12896876
http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=106374&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=1454178&highlight
http://www.startribune.com/business/99577419.html?elr=KArks:DCiU1OiP:DiiUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUU
http://www.bp.com/genericarticle.do?categoryId=2012968&contentId=7064072
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-07-29/oil-imports-surge-as-traders-unwind-floating-storage-bets-energy-markets.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-07-29/oil-imports-surge-as-traders-unwind-floating-storage-bets-energy-markets.html
http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/Media-Center/News-by-Topic/Global-Warming/2010/07-28-10-Oil-Disasters-Report.aspx
http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/Media-Center/News-by-Topic/Global-Warming/2010/07-28-10-Oil-Disasters-Report.aspx
http://ir.targaresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=493643
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/terrorism-security/2010/0730/Did-Iran-attack-Japanese-oil-tanker-in-Strait-of-Hormuz
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/terrorism-security/2010/0730/Did-Iran-attack-Japanese-oil-tanker-in-Strait-of-Hormuz
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hnRc-COAnkwXl4pq3IR3420c9jQQD9H9CJV80
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/07/one-dead-in-explosion-at-south-la-building.html


Energy Assurance Daily, July 30, 2010 6

Construction Crew Causes Rupture along Natural Gas Pipeline in Florida July 28 –
Subsequent Leak Halted Later in Day
http://www.news-press.com/article/20100728/NEWS0121/100728054/1075/Crews-work-to-plug-gas-leak-near-
Punta-Gorda-Airport

Crews Shut Booster, Replace Corroded Valve at Andrews Booster Station in Texas July 29
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=142920

EQT Expects to Produce 140 MMcf/d of Natural Gas in Marcellus Shale by End of 2010,
Compared to an Average 55 MMcf/d in Second Quarter 2010
http://www.eqt.com/docs/pdf/pressRelease/20100729.pdf

TCEQ Proposes New Rules Aimed at Minimizing Emissions from Oil and Gas Facilities in
Texas July 28
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/communication/media/07-10oilandgasrules7-28

Update: U.S. Appeals Court to Wait for NRC Appeal Ruling Before it Hears Oral
Arguments Related to Planned Shutdown of Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Facility in
Nevada
http://www.platts.com/RSSFeedDetailedNews.aspx?xmlpath=RSSFeed/HeadlineNews/Nuclear/6222706.xml

Links

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated every Wednesday.

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 10:30 AM & 1:00 PM EST every Wednesday.

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 PM EST every Thursday.

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY

Energy Assurance Daily provides a summary of public information concerning current energy issues. Published
Monday through Friday to inform stakeholders of developments affecting energy systems, flows, and markets, it
provides highlights of energy issues rather than a comprehensive coverage. Energy Assurance Daily is updated
online Monday through Friday after 5:00 p.m. EST. For more information, visit the Infrastructure Security and
Energy Restoration (ISER) website at:
http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/ead.aspx

Please direct comments and questions to: ead@oe.netl.doe.gov
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